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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

On 24 June, the Syrian government and its allies imposed a military siege on Dar’a al-Balad, a residential 

neighborhood of Dar’a city.  Allied forces, including pro-Iranian and Russian-affiliated groups, used light 

and medium weapons to secure the area and established several checkpoints on the city’s outskirts, 

mainly on the northwestern, western, and northern sides. 

The siege of Dar’a al-Balad began because the Dar’a al-Balad Central Committee refused to meet 

demands of government allied Russian command in the area. An outbreak of conflict then followed talks 

between the Dar’a Central Committee and the Syrian government which took place throughout the 

month of July. On 24 July, local sources indicated that a preliminary agreement was reached to end the 

siege; terms included the surrender of light weapons to the Syrian government, and the establishment 

of three Syrian government checkpoints within Dar’a al-Balad. Following the agreement, three Syrian 

government checkpoints were set up in Dar’a al-Balad by the 4th Armored Division, the Military 

Intelligence Directorate, and 15th Division Forces, only to be dissolved on 28 July as a result of 

repeated attacks on the checkpoints and military vehicles in the area. 

Russia is once again playing the role of mediator, with members of its military police meeting with 

representatives of the Central Committee in Dar’a al-Balad to discuss local demands, and agreeing to 

relay these back to Russian leadership. At the same time however, the Syrian government escalated 

threats of an ‘imminent offensive’ on the area should locals fail to cooperate and surrender their 

weapons. These events took place amid international concerns and calls for an end of the siege. 

Due to the increasing hostilities, attempts to resume talks failed. This was followed by opposition 

attacks on remaining checkpoints in Dar’a al-Balad, with over 25 government personnel, including high-

ranking members of the military, reportedly kidnapped. Since then, violence in Dar’a al-Balad has 

increased, with spillover events expanding to nearby areas such as ash-Shajara, Tassil, al-Bakkar, 

Zayzoun, and Tafas, among others. As insecurity continues in the area and with de-escalation talks 

reaching a dead-end, several tribes from Dar’a al-Balad have requested a ‘collective evacuation’ from 

the area, guaranteeing them a safe exit. Sources indicate that talks over a potential mass exodus from 

Dar’a al-Balad to the opposition-controlled may be on the table.  

Once again, negotiations have repeatedly failed between the Syrian government and the Dar’a Central 

Committee, with Russian mediation proving ineffective, while clashes have spread to several other 

communities in southern Dar’a.  On August 3, the Syrian government once again began shelling Dar’a al 

Balad -- it is expected that armed conflict in the area will continue. 

https://7al.net/2021/06/25/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A7/ramez-h/slide/
https://7al.net/2021/06/25/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A8%D9%82-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A7/ramez-h/slide/
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/politics/2021/7/28/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-7
https://www.almodon.com/arabworld/2021/7/13/%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%84%D8%AA%D9%81%D8%A7%D9%88%D8%B6-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%81%D9%83-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B5%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7
https://www.alsouria.net/%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A3%D9%88%D9%84-%D8%AA%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%83-%D8%AF%D9%88%D9%84%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D8%B3%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%A3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%A8%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8-%D8%A8/
https://www.almodon.com/arabworld/2021/7/29/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%87
https://www.almodon.com/arabworld/2021/7/29/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%A3%D8%B3%D8%B1-%D8%B9%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B5%D8%B1%D9%87
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/501605
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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND  

Dar’a City, situated within Dar’a district, is divided into two parts:  the north, Dar’a al-Mahatta, which 

has been continuously under Syrian government control, and the south, Dar’a al-Balad, which came 

under opposition control from 2012–2018 during the Syrian conflict.  Armed opposition groups 

emerged in Dar’a in 2012, and solidified their control over the area in 2013. In 2018, with the help of 

Russian forces, the Syrian government was able to take back control of the southern governorates of 

Dar’a and Quneitra. The return of Dar’a was based on a July 2018 reconciliation agreement that 

unusually, granted local control (rather than central control by Damascus) in exchange for the 

departure of non-reconciled fighters, the distribution of Russian Military Police in Dar'a al-Balad, the 

handing over of the Nassib crossing point (connecting Dar'a to Jordan) to Russian authorities, the 

surrender of heavy and medium weapons, the settlement of status for  Syrian Arab Army defectors and 

individuals wanted for conscription, and the return of displaced civilians to the area. 

As part of the 2018 reconciliation agreement, former opposition fighters handed over their heavy 

weaponry, while thousands of former-opposition fighters were expelled, limiting the possibility for 

rebellion.  While the agreement has officially held, breaches which include Syrian forces arresting 

reconciled individuals (who were promised amnesty), and the refusal to release detainees has led to 

Dar’a becoming a seedbed for underlying social and political tensions.  

Since 2020, the security situation in Dar’a governorate has become increasingly unstable , with sporadic 

clashes between Syrian government forces and former opposition groups. In January 2021, politically-

steered tribal clashes ensued in Tafas, Da’el and Mzeirib subdistricts, north of Dar’a city. These clashes 

resulted in a six-day siege on Tafas, with soldiers of the Syrian government’s Fourth Armored Division 

attacking the house of former opposition figure Moaz al-Zou’bi, as the Syrian government, with alleged 

Russian support, carried a crackdown on ‘ISIS-affiliated’ elements in southwest Dar’a. In February, a 

reconciliation deal was reached between Syrian government and the Tafas Central Committee and 

Russian officials, which resulted in the departure of a number of wanted individuals from the area, the 

establishment of several Syrian government checkpoints in Tafas, and the resumption of government 

control of several public sector buildings. The events of Tafas perhaps provided a preview of the fate 

awaiting Dar’a al-Balad, among other communities within Dar’a governorate.  

The newly brokered reconciliation deals, Syrian government sieges, and mini-offensives, combined with 

Russia’s political and military involvement, may be seen as an alternative solution to an all-out offensive 

for Damascus, in efforts to consolidate Syrian government and Russian hegemony over the region 

through a  gradual process.  

https://www.skynewsarabia.com/middle-east/40033-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D9%85%D9%86%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%82-%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%B7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%83%D9%88%D9%85%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D8%A9
https://www.firstpost.com/world/syrian-government-signs-peace-deal-with-daraa-rebels-opposition-fighters-agree-to-surrender-ammunition-4724161.html
https://arabic.sputniknews.com/arab_world/201807081033636128-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%AE%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%AD%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%88%D9%84%D8%A7%D9%86/
https://www.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/92209/
https://www.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/92209/
http://www.shaam.org/news/syria-news/%D9%85%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%87%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B7%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%AA%D9%82%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%88%D8%A5%D8%AE%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AC-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D8%B4%D9%8A%D9%84%D9%8A%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B4%D9%8A%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%A9.html
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/f8ec151179384a9fb8b0f43732e5ca36
https://www.al-monitor.com/originals/2021/02/syria-south-tafas-regime-iran-russia-influence-tension.html
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/dont-rely-on-moscow-to-help-with-reconciliation-in-syrias-daraa-province/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/dont-rely-on-moscow-to-help-with-reconciliation-in-syrias-daraa-province/
https://www.atlanticcouncil.org/blogs/menasource/dont-rely-on-moscow-to-help-with-reconciliation-in-syrias-daraa-province/
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CURRENT SITUATION 

Armed stakeholders 

To better understand the ongoing events, identifying the key armed stakeholders involved in the 

current conflict in Dar’a al-Balad and its surrounding areas is key. 

 

Figure 1: Armed actors in Dar’a governorate 
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   Syrian government & Allies Opposition/Local    

   Fourth Armored Division 
 

Dar’a Central Committee Fighters    

   Military Intelligence Tiger Forces Former opposition groups    
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17th Division (Bisr el-

Harir) 
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   Neutral Forces    

   Eighth Brigade (Russian-backed, part of the Fifth Corps, no involvement in current conflict so far)    
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EVENTS IN DAR’A AL-BALAD 

The security situation in Dar’a has been critical since 27 July, with significant clashes and shelling taking 

place in Dar‘a al-Balad and later spreading across the governorate. The fighting in the governorate is the 

result of a failed reconciliation agreement reached three days earlier between the Syrian government 

and the Dar’a al Balad Central Committee. The collapse of the agreement occurred because of a 

problem with its implementation:  Units from the Syrian Arab Army’s 15th Division had entered Dar‘a 

al-Balad as part agreed terms to set up three military positions in three locations pre-approved by the 

Central Committee (figure 3).  

However, while this was happening, former-opposition fighters reportedly clashed with 4th Division 

soldiers, leading to the government shelling al-Bihar, al-Hamadeen, and al-Sad neighborhoods; several 

other attacks targeted government positions in Dar'a al-Balad and nearby areas including Ankhil, Saida, 

Jizah-Ghism Road, and Nawa. Amid the hostilities, the 15th Division withdrew from the checkpoints.  

With the consequent collapse of the agreement and deteriorating security, another meeting was held in 

an attempt to salvage the reconciliation. However, the negotiations ended quickly after the government 

Figure 2: Armed actor positions, Dar'a governorate , 28July 2021 (Source: Syria HAT) 

https://www.jesrpress.com/2021/07/29/%D9%87%D8%AC%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81-%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%82%D8%B9-%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9/
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/politics/2021/7/28/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A
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demanded that, on top of the existing terms, fifteen individuals be made to leave Dar‘a al-Balad and that 

nine, instead of three, positions be set up alongside security branches.  

The negotiations’ failure resulted in the continuation of the fighting the next day in Dar‘a al-Balad. On 

28 July, clashes and shelling took place in several neighborhoods including al-Mokhayam and al-

Minshiyyeh while government surveillance drones were reported flying overhead. The clashes 

reportedly resulted in the targeting of two government military vehicles resulting in an unknown 

number of casualties. Moreover, 4th Division snipers stationed around Dar‘a al-Balad targeted a 

medical clinic, forcing it to close down. Government forces later closed down al-Sarayya and al-Sijneh 

checkpoints, preventing all access into Dar’a al-Balad and controlling all access routes.  During the 

evening, former opposition fighters in Nawa, Tal Shihab, Jasim among other towns and cities declared 

their solidarity with Dar‘a al-Balad, threatening violence if government forces did not step down 

attacks. Former-opposition fighters executed their threats the next day, resulting in the fighting spilling 

 Figure 3: Government positions attacked in Dar’a al-Balad on 28 July 2021 

https://eldorar.com/node/166245
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over to the governorate’s western and eastern countryside. On the evening of 29 July, both sides 

agreed to establish a ceasefire.  

The ceasefire has proved somewhat unstable as clashes and shelling continue in Dar‘a al-Balad on a 

daily basis, while government forces shelled  Yadudeh, Mzeireb, and Tal al-Saman near Tafas city on 30 

July. In retaliation, former opposition-forces attacked government positions in As-Sanamayn and Hara 

on 30 July and Nawa on 1 August. Since then, government forces have also reportedly shelled Dar'a al-

Balad and former opposition fighters attacking Da'el, Hara, and Nawa. 

In the meantime, attempts at negotiating an agreement continue to fail; since 29 July, two rounds of 

meetings have taken place, with Russian mediation and with Defence Minister Ali Ayoub as a 

government representative.  Both meetings reportedly failed to provide any tangible results, and 

according to reports, the government demands have again increased. The Central Committee must now 

agree to new government checkpoints and positions stationed inside Dar'a al-Balad, complete 

disarmament of the area, and that government forces be allowed to conduct house searches.  In 

response, the Central Committee has suggested that the 15th Division and Military Intelligence, along 

with the Eighth Brigade, establish positions inside Dar'a al-Balad and that search operations take place 

in the presence of its own nominated representatives. There is no indication of an agreement as yet.  

Spillover of the conflict  

The Syrian government may have anticipated that an offensive into Dar’a al Balad would destabilize 

Dar’a’s countryside, particularly the western region near Tafas, Tasil, Ash-Shajarah, and Mzeireb. On 26 

July, local and media sources indicated that Syrian government forces withdrew from a post building 

located in the center of Tafas city in the western countryside of Dar’a governorate, with no apparent 

explanation at that time. Also, a number of Tafas locals were detained by Syrian government forces 

while passing through the military checkpoint in the Al Dahiya neighborhood at the entrance of Dar’a 

city, only to be released afterwards. It is worth noting that Syrian government forces entered Tafas in 

February 2021, following a reconciliation agreement that secured a fragile state stability in the city. 

Throughout the siege of Dar'a al-Balad, locals in Tafas have expressed their support to their peers 

through protests and demonstrations. Syrian government withdrawal in this light might have been a  

preemptive measure to avoid likely anti-Syrian government attacks in the western Dar'a countryside.  

In parallel with the Syrian government offensive on Dar’a al Balad, multiple military operations have 

been carried out against Syrian government checkpoints in Dar’a’s western countryside; on July, 29, 

media sources indicated that several Syrian government military and security 

detachments/checkpoints were captured by opposition fighters in Ash-Shajara, Al Bakkar, Tassil, 

https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/502069
https://www.baladi-news.com/ar/articles/76157/%D9%85%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%84%D9%88-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D9%8A%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D9%81%D9%88%D9%86-%D8%AD%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%B2-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%A9-%D9%88%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D9%86%D9%85%D9%8A%D9%86-%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A3%D8%B3%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B1%D8%B4%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%A9
https://stepagency-sy.net/2021/08/02/%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D9%87%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7/
https://daraa24.org/%d9%82%d8%b5%d9%81-%d9%88%d8%a7%d8%b4%d8%aa%d8%a8%d8%a7%d9%83%d8%a7%d8%aa/
https://stepagency-sy.net/2021/08/03/%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-10/
https://www.horanfree.com/?p=9544
https://www.facebook.com/daraa24.24/photos/a.287562565497814/851875329066532/
https://www.facebook.com/daraa24.24/photos/a.287562565497814/851875329066532/
https://www.facebook.com/daraa24.24/photos/a.287562565497814/851875329066532/
https://www.facebook.com/1426725224215995/photos/a.1655499858005196/2935588176663018/
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2021/29-july-former-fighters-of-the-opposition-factions-control
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Zayzoun Camp, and Al Sa'iqa Camp. These checkpoints were captured either following clashes with 

Syrian government forces or after the latter's withdrawal from these locations. A number of Syrian 

government personnel (no accurate figures so far) were held as hostages in the process. Important 

developments during these battles include the opposition’s capture of the municipal building in Tasil 

and the killing of Mo’az al Zou’bi, a prominent ex-opposition faction leader from Tafas. As of 2 August, 

media sources indicate that a government bombardment continued to target Mzeireb as well as the 

area between Mzeireb and Yadudeh, at which fierce battles between the Fourth Division and local 

opposition forces have been taking place. Additionally, small-scale clashes have taken place in the 

vicinity of al Salem Compound in Kharab al Shahm town, where Fourth Division members are stationed, 

with no reported casualties.  

The rapid pace and high success rate of anti-government operations in the western countryside 

suggests that the perpetrators are likely to be former opposition members who possess both fighting 

experience as well as strong knowledge of the area’s geography.  

The opposition offensive on Syrian government checkpoints has been met with the bombardment of 

several towns in Dar’a’s western countryside. While estimates of casualties remain unclear at this stage, 

media sources confirmed that the village of Al Yadudeh was particularly decimated; as a result of Syrian 

government bombardment using highly-explosive Elephant missiles; the Horan Free League  reported 

that on July 29, six civilians were killed, including a woman and three children.  

As for Dar’a’s eastern countryside, Syrian government forces have sustained significant losses. On 29 

July, media sources indicated that opposition fighters captured dozens of Syrian government 

checkpoints in the towns of Kahil, Saida, and Umm al Mayathin. In the process, an estimated 70 Syrian 

government soldiers were captured. These hostages will be a key bargaining card in the hands of Dar’a 

Central Committee and the opposition in general in the ongoing negotiations.  Additionally Syrian 

government forces stationed at a checkpoint between Al-Ghariya and the town of Al-Musaifra and in 

the town of Alm in the Dar’a countryside have withdrawn, following attacks. Finally, media sources 

stated that opposition forces belonging to the former Southern Front and Popular Resistance Fighters 

blocked off the Damascus-Amman Motorway, ten kilometers north of the Nassib Border Crossing with 

Jordan on 29 July. Currently, there are no reports that the Fifth Corps’ Eighth Brigade (the Russian-

backed dominant military actor in eastern Dar’a countryside), has intervened in the ongoing conflict, 

only acting as a mediating party between the conflicting sides.  

In Dar’a’s northern  countryside, anti-government operations have also taken place, but to a lesser 

extent, mostly due to the strong military presence – the Fifth Division’s 12th, 15th, 79th, and 112th 

Brigades are all stationed in Izra’, Ankhal, Sheikh Miskine, and Nawa respectively. Initial reactions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7i1M7jAboSk
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdaraa24.org%2F%3Fp%3D13795%26fbclid%3DIwAR3mSRbTh8hEW0m15yvvkC76Dq5dmCUC5vXQSbcZFXKs_1QdZBwpO1_60i8&h=AT2pjYsKU_V9z3XvJ4HFq8joNtN0Ul2r3bmI6zvcJEIlN98gW9ixi9tAhdB15livCbU1jOhi_mcU1Yb524lM186f69DvW6YMk20w5IMSwA8Okst0-7RWv583b9STnx0b_kwV&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT3rSxGMKnzeoEYsjdwcujBfNpzDlQ9Yny3KHv8QAyCvNFND3nr1VroqOw9XuxE5NTmxiOAuAtHSk11vUpoL_GuzkCm61yx_ooCvNrl2XRLwGoYjWPShG3U5U7uNiy9Py3XXyax9uJOejGFPGfrzdMxLTU8emMkh5RhRtMQNG__WWQ
http://t.ly/8Gn6
http://t.ly/8Gn6
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/501960
https://twitter.com/almohrarmedia2/status/1420717168883286018
https://twitter.com/almohrarmedia2/status/1420717168883286018
https://twitter.com/almohrarmedia2/status/1420717168883286018
https://twitter.com/almohrarmedia2/status/1420717168883286018
https://www.syriahr.com/%D9%85%D8%AC%D9%87%D9%88%D9%84%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%8A%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%85%D9%88%D9%86-%D9%86%D9%82%D8%A7%D8%B7-%D8%B9%D8%B3%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D9%84%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86/443737/
https://jo24.net/article/405920
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against the Syrian government bombardment of Dar’a al Balad took place in Nawa, where individuals 

erected roadblocks and set fires on the city’s main road on 28 July, according to local sources. On 29 

July, media sources indicated that heavy shooting was reported in the city of Ankhal in the northern 

countryside of Dar’a governorate,  with clashes taking place near the center of the State Security 

branch in the city centre. During the same day, opposition fighters gained control over multiple 

checkpoints in the towns of Jasim and Nimr, holding several Syrian government members hostage in the 

process. In response, Syrian government forces reinforced their presence at the military checkpoints in 

the city of Jasim and the roads connected with the city and shot artillery at the opposition. Media 

sources also reported attacks on the cultural center in Jasim on 29 July, where members of Syrian 

government’s State Security are stationed, with no casualties reported. Additional reinforcements have 

arrived in Jasim following the clashes, including an estimated 200 soldiers, artillery pieces and armored 

vehicles. The reinforcements are deployed near Jasim’s cultural center, where there are rumours that 

the government has also planted mines and placed snipers in the surrounding areas.  

As insecurity continues in the area and with de-escalation talks reaching a dead-end, several tribes from 

Dar’a al-Balad have requested a ‘collective evacuation’ from the area, guaranteeing them a safe exit, 

with sources indicating that talks over a potential mass exodus from Dar’a al-Balad to the opposition-

controlled northern Syria may be on the table. The tribes’ request to leave Dar’a al-Balad is surprising in 

that many have held firm throughout the conflict and post-conflict periods. However, with the current 

situation worsening, and government soldiers and pro-government groups possessing significant 

control over the majority of areas adjacent to Dar’a al-Balad, any opposition continues to be 

significantly outnumbered – any battles are likely to have only one victor, making an exit in some cases 

necessary. 

ANALYSIS AND FORECASTING 

Security analysis and forecasting 

The government’s requests to establish new security checkpoints in Dar’a al-Balad and to conduct 

search operations on individuals wanted by Damascus were considered over-reaching, and 

subsequently met with  distrust by the Dar’a Central Committee. At the time of reporting, negotiations 

between the two sides have failed, and government forces continue to increase their military positions 

around the neighborhood, with shelling and clashes continuing on the night of 3 August in Dar’a al-

Balad, Nawa, and Mzeirib. Internally in Dar’a al-Balad, sporadic clashes between government forces and 

local fighters continue to take place, amid a notable spike in the frequency of such incidents. Figure 3 

below showcases the significant increase in the number of security incidents recorded in Dar’a al-Balad, 

https://www.dw.com/ar/%D9%82%D8%AA%D9%8A%D9%84-%D9%88%D8%AC%D8%B1%D8%AD%D9%89-%D9%85%D8%B9-%D8%B9%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AC%D9%87%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A5%D9%84%D9%89-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A/a-58686257
https://eldorar.com/node/166266
http://t.ly/Jw2t
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/501605
https://baladi-news.com/ar/articles/76297/%D8%A7%D8%B3%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B1-%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%AA%D8%B5%D8%B9%D9%8A%D8%AF-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D9%88%D8%AA%D8%B3%D9%8A%D9%8A%D8%B1-%D8%AF%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%AA%D8%B1%D9%83%D9%8A%D8%A9--%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9-%D8%A8%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%81-%D8%AD%D9%84%D8%A8
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with the number of incidents doubling from ten per week to twenty per week over a two-week period. 

The highest number of incidents, 24, were recorded during the third week of July, and continues to 

increase at the time of reporting, despite the slight dip during the fourth week of July at the time of the 

failed negotiations.  

Additionally, tensions and clashes continue to take place outside Dar’a al-Balad, with several incidents 

recorded in Nawa, Saida, Ankhil, Sikh Saad, Umm al-Mayatheen, Dael, Tafas, Yadudah, Mzeirib, al-Harra, 

and Jasem. Major roads connecting Dar’a al-Balad to central and southern Dar’a have been used for 

government reinforcements, increasing the risk of traveling on these roads. The recorded increase in 

insecurity in the aforementioned areas further impedes the arrival of humanitarian aid to southern and 

central Dar’a, especially Dar’a al-Balad, where thousands of people continue to lack access to basic 

necessities amid new waves of displacement related to the ongoing conflict. 

Concerns are further exacerbated through the rumors of a major security operation, fueled by the 

arrival of the government’s Secretary of Defense to Dar’a Airport, where he met with representatives of 

the local security and a delegation of Russian officials. The meeting was followed by the arrival of more 

reinforcements to Jasem, where government forces also blocked several roads using sand barriers 

Figure 4: Number of weekly security incidents, June 28-July 29; (Source: Syria HAT’s Daily Update Database) 

https://baladi-news.com/ar/articles/76264/%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%84%D8%A9-%D8%B3%D8%A7%D8%AE%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B4%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%A7-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D9%86%D8%B3%D9%81-%D9%85%D9%82%D8%B1-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%85%D8%AE%D8%A7%D8%A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%88%D9%82%D8%B5%D9%81-%D9%85%D9%83%D8%AB%D9%81
https://www.facebook.com/daraa24.24/photos/a.287562565497814/853549612232437/
https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Syria_Dar%27a%20Flash%20Update_V4_2Aug2021_FINAL.pdf
https://twitter.com/Daraa24_24/status/1420669008886501378
https://twitter.com/Daraa24_24/status/1420653880707362817
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fdaraa24.org%2F%3Fp%3D13799%26fbclid%3DIwAR3uED7ixWjlXzyeuI1-cuQchwbuX4FtWtbqsKcWS5pYOJWEiTK9UQe4fF8&h=AT2IpWN8rPxa40pAFcNM25ialrHYN9de8WfOEkgrqlOv_nuikTDsB77BJVM7PL8548KsMMTtcTOGZb8Q_ytprtn4JQwIavgRs2ip9SqjHy7T8XsRK_q5XG8VuajrVcXQcRec&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5B0%5D=AT3k5TMpfHZhUO2nO69O2N0n5ydvPh6HF9qz9IV3tOVaG7yYaxejAXbl6YlCcAdSEcbl4InLfFxeLN1DxRmdqxTyZaMXplRSFo42kT68C0i4lOWDKyEBah_FpY-pKS0puRJhalISxBwpqZ8RdmFEQm5MFxG8qjwiSQQa3qca6DFiUg
https://daraa24.org/%d9%85%d9%82%d8%aa%d9%84-%d8%a7%d8%ab%d9%86%d9%8a%d9%86-%d9%81%d9%8a-%d9%85%d8%af%d9%8a%d9%86%d8%a9-%d8%ac%d8%a7%d8%b3%d9%85/
https://eldorar.com/node/166463
https://www.alaraby.co.uk/politics/%D8%A7%D8%AC%D8%AA%D9%85%D8%A7%D8%B9-%D8%A3%D9%85%D9%86%D9%8A-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A-%D9%88%D8%B3%D8%B7-%D8%AA%D8%B9%D8%B2%D9%8A%D8%B2%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D9%84%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7
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Reinforcements in southwest Dar’a, following the spillover of the conflict from Dar’a al-Balad, indicates 

the government’s unwillingness to retract its demands.  With the Dar’a Central Committee again 

rejecting reconciliation on 2 August, insecurity in and around Dar’a al-Balad is expected to continue. 

Displacement Trends  

The fighting across Dar‘a has resulted in large-scale displacement from the governorate, particularly 

from Dar‘a al-Balad. UNOCHA have reported that 24,000 people (around 43% of Dar’a al-Balad’s 

population) have been displaced as of 2 August to neighboring towns and neighborhoods. The displaced 

families are mainly hosted by local families, while several hundred individuals are residing in two 

collective shelters. Humanitarian aid, including food, healthcare, water, sanitation and hygiene services 

and non-food items are also being provided by humanitarian agencies.  

Moreover, local sources have reported on a shortage of food and medicine in Dar‘a al-Balad due to the 

siege in addition to the few medical facilities in the neighborhood being put out of order due to the 

fighting, making health care inaccessible for Dar‘a al-Balad residents both in and outside of their 

neighborhoods.  

The fighting has also affected areas adjacent to Dar‘a al-Balad which the government is using as a 

staging ground for its attacks. Syrian government forces, particularly the 4th Division, have taken over 

farmlands in the Khashbe, Chiyeh, and Gharaz areas south and southeast of the neighborhood, as a 

launching pad for the attacks and artillery strikes in their ongoing siege (Shown in figure 4). Government 

forces have allegedly trapped more than 250 families living in these areas, depriving them of food, 

water, and medicine and means of communication. On 2 August, the Eighth Brigade reportedly sent a 

convoy to extract the trapped families living in the Chiyeh area. Families in the remaining areas received 

food and water after local Military Intelligence commander Imad Abu Zreik allowed food trucks to 

enter. Local sources later stated that the remaining families are still being subjected to abuse by 4th 

Division forces, while other government forces have reportedly arrested several families, abused 

residents, and reportedly executed one man. The fate of some of the families arrested remains 

unknown.  

Finally, displacement was also reported in the western Dar‘a countryside. Local sources reported that 

approximately 100 families from Yadudeh left for Tal Shihab and Zayzun, particularly after the Syrian 

shirt range, highly explosive elephant missiles were fired at the township killing six residents including 

one woman and three children. Dozens of families have also left Tafas for Da‘el after the city was 

shelled with mortars and former-opposition leader Moa’z al-Zoubi was killed fighting government 

forces on the city’s outskirts. 

https://reliefweb.int/sites/reliefweb.int/files/resources/OCHA%20Syria_Dar%27a%20Flash%20Update_V4_2Aug2021_FINAL.pdf
https://eldorar.com/node/166245
https://www.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/138925/
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/politics/2021/8/1/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A6%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.zamanalwsl.net/news/article/138925/
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/politics/2021/8/1/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A6%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.aljazeera.net/news/politics/2021/8/1/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%AA%D9%87%D8%AF%D8%A6%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D8%AF%D9%8A%D8%AF%D8%A9-%D9%81%D9%8A-%D8%AF%D8%B1%D8%B9%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D8%B6%D9%85%D8%A7%D9%86%D8%A9-%D8%B1%D9%88%D8%B3%D9%8A%D8%A9
https://www.enabbaladi.net/archives/501960
https://aawsat.com/home/article/3105306/%D8%A7%D8%B4%D8%AA%D8%A8%D8%A7%D9%83%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%B9%D9%86%D9%8A%D9%81%D8%A9-%D8%AC%D9%86%D9%88%D8%A8-%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A7-%D8%A8%D9%8A%D9%86-%D9%82%D9%88%D8%A7%D8%AA-%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%86%D8%B8%D8%A7%D9%85-%D9%88%D9%85%D8%B9%D8%A7%D8%B1%D8%B6%D9%8A%D9%86?amp=
https://www.facebook.com/HFL.Media/posts/348808239983745
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The Humanitarian Access Team (HAT) was 

established in Beirut in March 2015 in response to 

the collective challenges facing the remote 

humanitarian response in Syria. Successful 

humanitarian and development interventions require 

a nuanced and objective understanding of the human 

ecosystems in which these interventions occur. To 

this end, the HAT’s most important function is to 

collect, triangulate, synthesize, analyze and 

operationalize disparate data and information. Since 

2015, HAT analysis has provided a forward-looking 

template for international interventions in Syria, and 

facilitated an increasingly nimble, adaptive, 

integrated, and ultimately impactful international 

response to the Syrian conflict 
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